
THE BLACK HORSE NEWSLETTER
______ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

ISSUE 8 SPECIAL EDITION MARCH 2023                  WILLIAM JONES
___________________________________________________________________________________

Shining a fierce light on the GREED, CORRUPTION, EXPLOITATION
and INJUSTICE in horse racing and bloodstock around the world

SCANDAL OF
IRELAND’S

ANTI-DOPING
PROGRAMME
JOSEPH O’BRIEN COBALT POSITIVE

We now know the name of the salt lick Dr Lynn Hillyer said caused
the positive test and other intelligence we have received indicates
the evidence alleged to be from Professor Stuart Paine which got
O’Brien off a doping offence was not the truth.
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When shocking cases involving steroids
came to light involving trainer Philip Fenton and
brothers Pat Hughes, a Royal Ascot winning
trainer, and John Hughes, a rogue vet,
something had to be done to repair the shredded
reputation of Irish racing.

In 2014 Fenton was fined E8,000 and hit with
a further E4,000 in costs by an Irish court for
possessing a substantial cache of performance
enhancing drugs, including anabolic steroids.
The bust was made by the special investigations
unit of the Department of Agriculture, with
racing’s official regulator, the Turf Club, unaware

of what Fenton had been up to. When the Turf Club finally got around to checking it all
out they banned him from training for a hopelessly inadequate three years.

Fenton had become a top flight trainer in Ireland, gaining a coveted seal of approval
from the likes of Ryanair boss Michael O’Leary and legendary gambler JP McManus,
who were among his blue chip owners. But his rise up the training ranks came on the
back of his growing use of banned equine drugs; he was an inveterate horse doper and
John Hughes was fingered as one of the main suppliers of illegal drugs to the racing
industry. Irish trainers were out of control.

Horse Racing Ireland (HRI), in conjunction with the Turf Club, who were supposed to
be regulating the sport, established a 16-member industry wide Anti-Doping Task Force
to assess the issues and come up with a plan of action to combat a problem that the
racing establishment had repeatedly said didn’t exist.

The findings of their report under a banner headline - HRI REPORT RECOMMENDS
LIFETIME BANS FOR DRUG MISUSE - was unveiled on 4 February 2016. In the
intervening seven years the situation has become much worse; Irish racing has become
an overflowing cesspit of illegal drugs, including the widespread use of steroids and
other performance enhancers and the rampant administration of painkillers to mask
injury.

Nothing remotely close to a lifetime ban has been handed down for any of the horses
found to have been doped in this time as Irish racing’s leaders have shown themselves
to be facilitating cheating by letting errant trainers get away with wanton use of drugs
rather than eradicating this scourge.
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Ireland is a small country of just five million people - how can its racing become so
corrupt? Don’t glance towards the bottom of the tree, look long and hard at the top.

It is, of course, not the poor horse’s fault it was doped, but such was the trouble
racing was in, and still is, it was important to send out a clear signal that cheating was
not acceptable under any circumstances. A serious deterrent had to be introduced and
acted on. The HRI announcement in 2016 was a good start, but the sport has been
badly let down ever since by corrupt leaders protecting their own power base and big
business putting profit before everything.

“
Illegal performance enhancing drugs have no place in Irish racing and breeding
industries. In particular, the Task Force supports the position of the International
Federation of Horseracing Authorities that the use of anabolic steroids should
not be permitted in or out of competition.

Doping is cheating, and cheating is fraud: cheats have no place in our industry.
Doping confers an unfair advantage on one individual over another, has the
potential to pose serious welfare risks to horses and damages the perception of
racing and breeding. Ultimately it places at risk the valuable trade in Irish
bloodstock and the business of betting on Irish racing.

The organisations represented on the Task Force are committed to ensuring that
the drug testing regime in the Irish racing and breeding sectors is one that can
meet current and future challenges. The organisations that we represent strongly
support a robust anti-doping strategy in Irish racing and breeding.

Furthermore we encourage all stakeholders to continue to pass on any
information that they become aware of about the importation and/or use of illegal
drugs to the Turf Club or the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine.

HRI Report Recommends Lifetime Bans For Drug Misuse: February 2016.

”
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Numerous recommendations agreed by all the main constituent parts of Irish racing
were adopted.

● Lifetime bans for horses found to have been illicitly administered any substance
“prohibited at all times” including anabolic steroids and any other performance
enhancing drugs.

● There should be no automatic therapeutic exemption for anabolic steroids.
● A single national equine drug control laboratory was proposed. The Irish racing

and breeding industries must have access to a laboratory which meets the best
international standards and is based in Ireland.

● Investment of E1.845m in laboratory equipment was agreed by HRI to ensure
current facilities continue to meet any future challenges in the short term.

● Any horse entered for sale at public auction in Ireland to be liable for testing
under the Turf Club’s Out of Competition Testing Programme. Testing
methodology for horses at sales, in training or at the racetrack should be
standardised.

● There should be increased frequency of out of competition testing. There should
be a significant increase in the number of samples collected and analysed each
year in all areas.

● A dedicated Anti-Doping Unit should be established, led by an Anti-Doping and
Equine Welfare Officer to oversee developments and to coordinate future
strategy.

THE CHEAP WORDS

Brian Kavanagh, HRI chief executive at
the time.

“Setting up the Anti-Doping Task Force was vital in order
to protect the reputation of our racing and breeding industry,
and Horse Racing Ireland welcomes the consensus reached
and the strong recommendations that have been set out.
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The issue of illegal performance-enhancing drugs is the
one that needs to be addressed worldwide and Ireland is
now to the fore in tackling this problem head on. Our
primary concern is to ensure that Ireland’s racing and
breeding industries have drug testing systems that meet
the best international standards.”

It should have been a game changing moment, but the pushback against the
consensus of all individual organisations which made up the Anti-Doping Task Force
started before the ink had dried. It’s what racehorse trainers do - oppose reform so they
can continue to abuse the system and their horses. It’s also happening in America right
now with another groundbreaking initiative, the Horseracing Integrity and Safety Act.

No final and conclusive agreement was reached in Ireland for the next five years as
the  biggest power brokers put their own financial interests above the common good.
The Irish Thoroughbred Breeders Association, the Irish Racehorse Trainers Association
and the Thoroughbred sales companies, led by Goffs, are controlled by Coolmore Stud
and repeatedly stymied the desperate need for change and caused the Task Force to
be stood down before being belatedly recalled five years later to get the deal over the
line at last.

Kavanagh has since left HRI and is now Chief Executive of the redeveloped Curragh
Racecourse, which benefitted initially from an investment of E36 million from the
taxpayers that is now escalating rapidly towards E50 million, and is owned by a
consortium including Magnier. Controversy continues to follow Kavanagh.

In September 2016, Dr Lynn Hillyer took up the position of Head of Anti-Doping and
Chief Veterinary Officer at the Turf Club. She had previously been employed by the
British Horseracing Authority as a Veterinary Adviser. Hillyer’s appointment was the only
recommendation of those made by the Anti-Doping Taskforce seven years ago which
has been fully implemented. Her biography on HRI’s website paid a glowing tribute.

“Lynn has now been an internationally recognised equine regulatory veterinarian
for over a decade and is Chairman of the International Group of Specialist Racing
Veterinarians. She sits on the International Federation of Horseracing Authorities
(IFHA)’s Advisory Council on Prohibited Substances and Practices, the IFHA
International Movement of Horses Committee, the IFHA Welfare Committee and
held the position of Chairman of the European Horserace Scientific Liaison
Committee Chief Veterinary Officer Working Party for the maximum of three
terms.”
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THE CHEAP WORDS

Dr Hillyer when presenting a recent
report as Head of Anti-Doping.

“As a vet who has spent over two decades working with
Thoroughbreds, our equine anti-doping programme is
key not to just the integrity of our sport but also their
health and welfare. Use of drugs to affect performance
or take short cuts to rest and recuperation is not
accepted by us or our racing regulatory colleagues the
world over. We will not stand still in our efforts in this
area.”

The truth is the IHRB is not standing still but going backwards in its fight against
performance enhancing drugs and routinely ignores the welfare of horses who are
forced to run with the assistance of anti-inflammatories and painkillers when they need
rest and recuperation.

Rather than take the cheaters out of the game, the Turf Club, which changed its
name to the Irish Horseracing Regulator Board (IHRB) on 1 January 2018, has been
obsessed with pursuing Hillyer’s strategy of educating trainers to show them where they
are going wrong and point them towards the path of righteousness.

But few racehorse trainers appear honest these days and even less have taken any
notice of Ireland’s chief veterinary officer. Hillyer has made a bad situation
catastrophically worse by going soft on serious equine crime when hard action was
essential, as these cases during the last few years graphically reveal. They represent a
conspiracy to cover up the true situation in Irish racing. This is not a full list and the
already well known Viking Hoard doping case involving Charles Byrnes isn’t included.
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DENIS HOGAN ANABOLIC STEROID

Hogan’s horse, Turbine, tested positive for nandrolone, an anabolic steroid
prohibited at all times, on three occasions in May 2019. The first violation came in
a post-race test after Turbine won at Cork on 10 May; the second when he was
tested after a race at the Curragh two weeks later; and the horse posted a third
red flag when the IHRB tested him during an inspection of Hogan’s training yard
in County Tipperary on 30 May.

Initially, Hogan could offer no explanation for the three positive tests. One day
later Hogan’s vet, Donncha Houlihan, contacted Hillyer to inform her he had
found out the reason Turbine was over the limit for nandrolone - the horse had
been in his equine hospital for wind surgery in the preceding January and he
must have been administered with Laurabolin, which contains nandrolone, by
mistake.

Houlihan said there was another horse stabled next to Turbine at his hospital
who was being treated with Laurabolin and he believed Hogan’s horse had been
treated with this drug in error. Hillyer said hair tests carried out on Tribune
corroborated this explanation but she refused to supply any documentation when
I asked her to prove her theory and she was also not prepared to reveal the
quantity of the steroid found in the positive test. Her email stated:

“Please be advised that the matter was fully investigated and
dealt with by the Referrals Committee in accordance with the
Rules of Racing. You are referred to the press release regarding
the case and we will not be providing additional information
regarding this matter.”

And that’s the way the IHRB operates. Kiss my ass.

In truth, her explanation was complete nonsense which was easy to disprove -
an injection of Laurabolin in Turbine at Houlihan’s hospital in January would have
exited the horse’s system long before he was tested post-race at Limerick and the
Curragh the following May, four months later. But it got Hogan off a serious
charge that should have resulted in a ten year disqualification and his horse
banned for life, according to the Anti-Doping Task Force recommendations.

Judge Hunt said that all responsibility had been accepted by Mr Houlihan. If
only it was that simple - it’s like a murderer going free because it was the fault of
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the guy who sold him the gun. Hunt wouldn’t accept that in his proper job as a
High Court judge, so why is it different in the world of horse racing?

“As a result of the prohibited at all times substance that Turbine had been
administered, the Committee restricted Turbine from returning to training until
31st January 2020 and from running until 31 March 2020,” the judge said.

This amounted to a ban of seven months, most of which fell during the
off-season for flat horses, so it had very limited impact. Hogan personally
received no penalty at all for doping his horse with a steroid. As usual with racing
vets in Ireland, Houlihan also received no sanction for his role in this debacle.

DENIS HOGAN PAIN KILLER

An inquiry held by the Irish Horseracing Regulatory Board (IHRB) was told that
Moskovite, a five year old mare, was positive for Phenylbutazone (Bute), a highly
potent anti-inflammatory and pain killer which also reduces temperature, in a post
race test after she won a Killeagh Point to Point.

Hogan’s explanation was that Moskovite had inadvertently been given the
wrong feed on the morning of the race by a new member of staff; she had a feed
containing the drug which had been intended for another horse. Moskovite won
because she ran with the aid of a pain killer.

The IHRB fined Hogan E1,000 but waived it on Hillyer’s advice as she believed
the prohibited substance was administered unknowingly and that the trainer had
taken all reasonable precautions to avoid a breach of the rules. It was another
unfortunate mistake.

DENIS HOGAN CORTICOSTEROIDS

Corticosteroids are powerful synthetic versions of the naturally occurring
hormone cortisol and in racehorses are mostly used to treat lameness issues.
They are prescription drugs with potentially serious side effects, particularly
when two are administered at the same time, and are intended for use under the
supervision of a veterinary surgeon.

A urine sample from Hogan’s horse, Ozzie’s Way, was positive for
dexamethasone and triamcinolone acetonide (TCA) when he won a beginners
chase at Ballinrobe.
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Hillyer refused to reveal the quantity of the two corticosteroids found in the
post-race test or the nature of the injury he was carrying when he raced.
Hogan blamed his veterinary surgeon, who he declined to identify, for clearing
him to run the horse when the drugs were still in its system. The obvious
questions to ask are who was the vet Hogan implicated and did he administer
these drugs to Ozzie’s Way, because it looks like Hogan treated the horse himself
and he is not a vet?

Judge Hunt didn’t ask, but imposed a fine of E1,000 which he waived because
he said Hogan had taken all reasonable precautions to avoid breaching the rules
of racing. Double stacking corticosteroids are a violation in America, but not in
Ireland it seems. Hogan received no sanction for a massive dose of potential
death.

● Life on the run from racing’s regulators is not over for Hogan yet.
He is currently waiting on an inquiry for the serious charge of race
fixing. Unfortunately for him, Hillyer isn’t involved, though Judge
Hunt might get there to help out.

______________________________________________________________________

DAVID DUNNE ANABOLIC STEROID

Rookie trainer David Dunne was struggling to make an impression during his
first four years with a licence, chalking up just four winners. Then Druim
Samhraidh won a National Hunt flat race at Ballinrobe by ten lengths like a good
horse, but was positive in a post-race test for boldenone, an anabolic steroid, and
Dunne was in serious trouble.

But, of course, Hillyer and Judge Hunt could get him off.

Hillyer told an inquiry that the banned drug was found in blood, urine and hair
samples taken from Druim Samhraidh at Dunne’s yard three weeks later.

Professor Stuart Paine of Nottingham University provided clear evidence on
the timeline of the administration of the boldenone which led to the positive
finding.

1. Druim Samhraidh was exposed to boldenone within 16 days of the race at
Ballinrobe.
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2. The analysis of the hair also indicated the horse had been exposed to the
drug over a longer time of up to six months.

The inquiry report stated that Dunne could offer no explanation as to how
Druim Samhraidh was exposed to boldenone other than to suggest that he may
have been exposed to the substance prior to him receiving the horse to train.

Analysis of har samples provide evidence of longer term exposure to banned
drugs in horse racing, usually between six months and two years after
administration, whereas blood or urine samples are used to indicate much
shorter timelines of drug abuse usually immediately before a race.

Professor Paine’s evidence was unequivocal: Druim Samhraidh was exposed
to the steroid within 16 days of the race at Ballinrobe. David Dunne was the
horse’s trainer at this time and it was the third race he had run for Dunne in the
preceding four weeks.

But this is what Judge Hunt decided: “In delivering their conclusion, the
Committee expressed the view that the hair sample taken from Druim Samhraidh
had suggested the probability that the horse was administered boldenone prior to
coming into the care of Mr Dunne.”

The trainer was off the hook because the judge completely ignored Professor
Paine’s expert opinion that the horse had been doped within 16 days of the
Ballinrobe race.

The corrupt or stupid judge fined Dunne E2,000 and suspended Druim
Samhraidh from running for 14 months. If racing was serious about dealing with
corruption Dunne should have been fined E20,000 and the unfortunate horse,
always the innocent party in these cases, banned for life. Maybe the message of
zero tolerance for steroids would have then hit home.

Remarkably, Dunne thought he was hard done by and appealed the sanction,
only for the IHRB to seek further expert evidence and admit they had got it wrong
at the original hearing and the horse had been doped within 16 days of its race as
Professor Paine had originally stated.

They reduced his fine by E1,000 because of financial difficulties but banned
him from training for four months.
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● Four weeks ago trainer Ronan McNally was banned for 12 years by the
IHRB in a corruption case where he and others illicitly manipulated the
handicapping of four horses in 2020 so they could bet against them when
they knew they were going to lose and bet on them to win when they knew
they were well placed and handicapped to succeed.  David Dunne was one
of the conspirators involved in the skullduggery.

● Dunne and McNally concealed the true ownership of three horses in 36
races so they could hide their betting scam. Dunne was disqualified from
training for two years with the last 18 months suspended for a period of
two years. In addition, he was fined E5,000 and ordered to forfeit nearly
E27,000 he won betting on the fixed races. It’s too little, too late, the
damage has been done to the trust in horse racing.

● Two weeks ago Judge Hunt presided over the sentencing in the Special
Criminal Court in Dublin of a career criminal with over 40 previous
convictions who assisted in the brutal murder of a teenager, whose body
was dismembered and the parts dumped in different locations in Drogheda
and Dublin.

● The headline sentence was 15 years in prison, but Hunt gave him ten years
and six months, with the final six months suspended for two years on
condition of good behaviour. The criminal thought that last bit was funny
as he agreed to the sentence with a big smile. What will he serve, five to
seven years?

● Good work Judge; it’s to be hoped you never have to deal with the death of
one of your relatives caused through your grotesque leniency in the real
world, or even in racing.

______________________________________________________________________

ROBERT MURPHY ANABOLIC STEROID

Darrens Hope (sic) won a maiden hurdle at Punchestown but a post-race urine
sample was positive for the banned anabolic steroid boldenone. It’s a
straightforward enough case, but Dr Hillyer and Judge Hunt turned it into a total
farce to save Murphy.

Hillyer, who yet again refused to reveal how much of the drug was in the
horse’s system, told the inquiry into this serious charge against Murphy that she
commissioned an expert report from Dr James Scarth, Head of Animal Sports
Testing at LGC Laboratories, who offered three possible scenarios for the
violation.
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The Head of Anti-Doping declined to give details of those three possibilities
but just chose the one which suited her agenda best, that there are many
accidental incidences of doping in Irish racing but there is no deliberate use of
steroids. The IHRB report said:

“She (Hillyer) went on to state that, given the results of the analysis
and evidence in this particular case, it was the IHRB’s view that the
most likely explanation for the boldenone sulphate finding in the
sample taken from Darrens Hope was as a result of natural
(endogenous) processes in the animal. She explained that this is an
area currently under expert scrutiny and views may be revised in due
course but at present, in the opinion of the IHRB, any benefit of doubt
should fall to the trainer.”

Hillyer didn’t provide the most basic detail to justify her choice of excuse, it
was totally unsubstantiated waffle. Judge Hunt signed off on the ubiquitous
cover-up: “The Committee noted the scenario referred to in Dr Scarth’s report and
found that it was beyond probable that there was no personal culpability on Mr
Murphy and the adverse analytical finding was as a result of an unfortunate
natural physiological occurrence in Darrens Hope. They, therefore, imposed no
fine on Mr Murphy.”

I asked Dr Hillyer to explain what the “unfortunate natural physiological
occurrence” was and why she didn't have Darrens Hope hair tested so that expert
opinion could be sought on any long term steroid abuse, but she declined to
reply.

Boldonone is a male hormone closely related to testosterone. Darrens Hope
was a six year old mare when she tested positive at Punchestown. Did she
undergo a sex change? Hillyer refused to discuss the case.

The universal standard applied in racing around the world followed a detailed
study carried out in Kentucky ten years ago which determined that any finding of
boldenone in a racehorse, even in colts, is highly suggestive of illegal steroid
administration. That is the real story behind the Darrens Hope doping scandal;
Hillyer lied and covered up the truth.
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MARTIN BRASSIL ANABOLIC STEROID

A urine sample taken from Vent De La Cote after he won a hurdle race at
Listowel contained an abnormally high level of testosterone, an anabolic steroid
banned at all times in Irish racing because it increases muscle mass which can
illegally improve performance. The horse was a ten year old gelding and was 50%
over the legal limit. He had been doped.

Hillyer told the inquiry that LGC Laboratories in England had advised that the
steroid profile of the sample they tested was not consistent with the usual
administration of testosterone.

“
The sample was deemed to be, in the opinion of the laboratory, taken from an
‘atypical testosterone’ case.
‘Atypical testosterone’ cases have been described in Thoroughbred geldings
where it appears due to stress, transport and other factors specific to race days
the gelding has a transiently increased concentration of testosterone which can
be noted in post race samples.
These cases are rare and it is possible to differentiate a horse with this response
from one administered testosterone or a related product, based on published
literature.
The trainer could not have been aware of the issue and there were no specific
measures that could be taken to prevent the elevated testosterone levels.

”
Widely known expert evidence shows that when a colt is gelded the amount of

testosterone it is capable of producing naturally plummets within the first 48
hours and thereafter only minute trace elements are present and these would be
insufficient to trigger a positive violation. Even supremely fit and healthy colts
racing around the world are not known to test positive for this essential male
hormone post-race.

But Hillyer was on a mission to get Vent De La Cote off a doping charge. He
had been gelded for at least seven years before he was positive for this steroid
when trained by Brassil. He had previously raced a total of 23 times and never
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found to be over the limit for this or any banned drug. Moreover, he was not
positive when he ran again six months later.

Hillyer declined to identify the published literature she mentioned in her
evidence or a copy of the report from LGC Laboratories which she said proved
the gelding was not deliberately injected with a synthetic version of testosterone.
He was way over the legal limit but the prohibited steroid had somehow been
produced naturally because of stress or excitement on race day, Ireland’s Head of
Anti-Doping told the inquiry and, therefore, it wasn’t really doping.

Apart from disqualifying the horse from the race he won, Judge Hunt imposed
no sanction on the trainer or the horse for being 50% over the legal threshold for
a banned drug which has zero tolerance for its use in human and equine sports
worldwide. But not in Ireland, where Hillyer always has an excuse waiting.

One final point in what is a shocking cover-up of another clear doping offence:
Vent De La Cote was owned at the time by JP McManus, one of the most powerful
people in Irish racing. It is not suggested McManus was personally responsible
for the cover-up.
______________________________________________________________________

JAMES W. DOYLE PERFORMANCE ENHANCER

Doyle was the trainer of two point to point winners, Run Wild Fred and Howling
Milan, who tested positive for the banned drug Diisopropylamine (DIPA). Hillyer
told the inquiry that although no source of the DIPA could be identified at first, the
positive finding was “likely” caused by the horses being exposed to a
supplement containing Pangamic Acid, a key ingredient usually found in DIPA,
which is administered for “performance support” on race day.

But the reality of this case is that it was just as likely Doyle could have
administered the Pangamic Acid on its own. Hillyer dressed it up as coming from
a supplement to make it sound better when she could not say for certain how it
was administered to Run Wild Fred and Howling Milan. No independent expert
gave evidence to support Hillyer’s opinion and the supplement wasn’t named.

● This case was a major scandal because of Pangamic Acid’s history.
Russian scientists found out that this chemical reduces the build-up
of lactic acid in athletes and therefore lessens muscle fatigue and
increases stamina. It was used as part of the infamous programme of
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state sponsored doping of athletes which resulted in Russia being
banned from the Olympics.

It was a clear case of doping at its worst, not least as Pangamic Acid has never
been authorised for use in the United States because of evidence it can cause
cancer and birth defects. Doyle accepted the result of the tests which had
identified a drug that is prohibited at all times under the rules of racing. Under the
country’s anti-doping programme, lauded by Kavanagh and Hillyer as a world
leader, Doyle should have received an unprecedented sanction.

The use of such a dangerous drug was serious enough for the trainer and the
horses to have received lifetime bans, but Mr Justice Tony Hunt handed down a
total fine of £3,000 and banned Doyle from training for four months, with no
sanction imposed on the horse.

The cheap words of Judge Hunt showed that he fully realised how serious the
case was. “Under Rule 96A, it was open to restrict the horses from running for a
period of time and that such restriction would be effective even if the horses had
been sold on or were in another jurisdiction. Such sanction was not being
imposed in this case based on the circumstances, however the Committee noted
it may be used in future cases.”

Ths was the usual IHRB cover-up; no explanation was given in the inquiry for
the particular circumstances the Judge referred to. This was the perfect
opportunity to show how hard the IHRB would come down on a corrupt trainer
and also impose a lifetime ban on two horses and highlight the kind of deterrent
Kavanagh and Hillyer had said was essential to keep cheats out of the sport.

Pangamic Acid, the drug found in the samples of the two horses after their
wins, was exactly the kind of substance which the Anti-Doping Taskforce had
recommended should result in a lifetime ban - it is a performance enhancer with
potentially fatal side effects which is banned at all times in racing.

● THE REAL REASONS RUN WILD FRED WASN’T BANNED WERE MONEY
AND MICHAEL O’LEARY.

Three weeks after winning the point to point on when doped and three months
before the IHRB held an inquiry, Run Wild Fred was sold by Doyle for £225,000 at
an auction held by the Irish arm of Tattersalls horse sales at Cheltenham
Racecourse.
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Usually, LGC Laboratories in Newmarket, who carried out the tests on both
horses, would have preliminary knowledge of an adverse finding within a week of
receiving blood or urine samples, which would then automatically trigger an
immediate full blown investigation. It’s likely, therefore, that  IHRB and Doyle
would have known Run Wild Fred had thrown up a positive before he went under
the auctioneer’s hammer at Cheltenham.

Did the sales company know the horse had failed a dope test before they sold
him? Nothing was said at the time of the sale. Far from it. Doyle revealed in the
Racing Post that £225,000 was the most he had ever received for one of his
graduates.

“He’s a fine horse and we loved him from day one. I hope he’s lucky for the
new connections. I’ve had 30 on the go this season, which is a lot of expense, but
we’ve had a good year and plenty of horses through the sales.”

Run Wild Fred’s new owner was Ryanair
CEO, Michael O’Leary. He first ran for
O’Leary’s trainer, Gordon Elliott, in a National
Hunt Flat Race on 16 December 2018. He was
third but won next time out three weeks later
and has run 23 times under rules to date,
winning five and placing 11 times for total
earnings of E231,811. In 2022 he ran in
O’Leary’s colours in both the English and
Irish Grand Nationals and at the Cheltenham
Festival.

The horse,  through no fault of his own,
should have been banned for life along with
his trainer for the Pangamic Acid positive - it

was that serious. But the IHRB covered the real story up to save Doyle’s bonanza
sale and avoid banning a horse belonging to O’Leary, who is not one to annoy for
several reasons, including that he has invested substantial sums in Irish racing
over the last twenty years. That should be irrelevant, though, when a horse has
been doped, but zero tolerance comes with special exemptions for VIPs.

Howling Milan, who won a point to point with the help of the same drug, was
sold to England where he competed regularly at Grade won tracks like Newbury,
Kempton and Aintree for owner Paul Drinkwater and trainer son Sam.
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ADRIAN McGUINNESS PERFORMANCE ENHANCER

A raid by the Department of Agriculture on the yard of Adrian McGuinness in
County Dublin resulted in a prosecution for the possession of prohibited drugs.
Investigators uncovered a stash of drugs intended to illegally improve the
performance of McGuinness’ racehorses and the trainer was fined E2,500 by an
idiot judge, a hopelessly inadequate sanction considering the seriousness of the
case.

He was subsequently accused in a Turf Club inquiry of bringing racing into
disrepute. The regulator said at an inquiry that this would normally bring an
immediate two year disqualification, but they decided to suspend the ban for two
years, which meant he effectively walked away with no meaningful sanction for
conduct that had gravely damaged Irish racing’s reputation.

The report stated that one of the reasons for such leniency was that
McGuinness had provided “certain information.” The implication was that he had
passed on important intelligence alleging illegal activity in Irish racing, but a
hugely embarrassing defamation action which subsequently engulfed the sport
resulted in damages and costs of over E2 million being awarded against the Irish
Racehorse Trainers Association (IRTA).

McGuinness had lied to Michael Grassick, CEO of the IRTA, that Chris Gordon,
IHRB’s Head of Security, had been planting evidence to incriminate trainers he
was investigating for using illegal drugs in an attempt to get Gordon removed
from his job. Grassick repeated these false accusations which became a central
issue in the defamation action Gordon brought and won.

The IRTA is now, effectively, insolvent because of McGuinness’ lies. How
interesting it is, then, that he has recently been elected chairman of the IRTA.
Perhaps, as he caused the mess, he has to clean it up.

ADRIAN McGUINNESS AVOIDING A DRUG TEST

McGuinness had three horses running in the Rockingham Handicap at the
Curragh, a race the IHRB had selected for pre-race testing. While Dr Hillyer was
taking a sample from Laugh A Minute she noticed a puncture mark and traces of
blood near a vein on the horse’s neck which appeared to be recent. It is a breach
of the rules to administer any medications on the day of a race.
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McGuinness said his vet had injected Laugh A Minute with a supplement on
the evening before the race as the horse can be very nervous when travelling. No
independent veterinary evidence was identified at the hearing and IHRB declined
to reveal the identity of the vet allegedly involved when I subsequently requested
it. In these circumstances It was entirely reasonable to believe the explanation
McGuinness gave was yet another lie and the horse had likely been injected with
a substance on race day.

Hillyer told McGuinness that a full regulatory sample would need to be taken
from the horse post-race. McGuinness had two other runners in the same race
and it was the trainer’s duty to present Laugh A Minute to the sampling unit for
this to take place, but it didn’t happen.

CCTV showed that a little after 15 minutes of the end of Laugh A Minute’s race
McGuinness’ lorry, with his three runners, was seen heading away from the track.
This is not the way trainers who care about the welfare of their horses would
operate - they are usually washed down and walked around to cool off after a
race, but McGuinness was in a mighty hurry to get the horses away from the
clutches of the doping unit.

He is a knowledgeable and experienced trainer who knew exactly what was
required to comply with this routine instruction from Hillyer, but he deliberately
avoided a drug test. He blamed “a breakdown in communication on the day” and
apologised for the “confusion” caused, which is a completely unacceptable
reason for breaking the rules.

Olympic athletes can get banned for a few years for avoiding a drug test, but
McGuinness was fined a criminally inadequate E750. He is Olympic standard in
only one discipline - cheating.

So, how does a trainer whose proven lies played a major part in bankrupting
the IRTA and who didn’t cooperate with the IHRB when he was caught with a
stash of performance enhancing drugs get fined a few hundred euros with no
ban?

Ronan McNally is currently disqualified from racing for 12 years and ordered
to contribute E50,000 towards the costs of an investigation which found he was
guilty of failing to run a few horses on their merit, something that happens every
race day in Ireland?
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Aidan O’Brien rarely runs his million dollar two year olds with the intention of
winning first time out, he repeatedly uses the racecourse as a training ground to
give them a quiet spin around so they are primed and ready to go on their next
run. But that’s alright, the O’Briens are untouchable. So, too, it would seem, is
McGuinness.
_____________________________________________________________________

JOHN (SHARK) HANLON PERFORMANCE ENHANCER

A urine sample of Hanlon’s horse, Diamond Dame, was positive post-race at
Listowel for furosemide, a diuretic banned on race day because it can improve
performance and mask the presence of other drugs commonly used in doping.

Hanlon said the horse was administered the drug to prevent bleeding in the
lungs, for which no veterinary evidence was put forward to prove the trainer’s
claim.

He also said he had withdrawn water from the mare for 48 hours prior to her
race for the same reason, for which the IHRB gave him a strong rebuke on welfare
grounds. He was fined E1,500.

Hanlon is viewed by many in Irish racing as a hero for buying cheap horses
that outrun their breeding and form, which is entirely possible if they are doped.
He has a track record for it.

JOHN (SHARK) HANLON COBALT

Camlann tested positive for excessive cobalt following his win at Galway. The
IHRB reported at an inquiry that cobalt is prohibited at all times because above an
internationally agreed threshold it is capable of enhancing performance.

Professor Stuart Paine of the University of Nottingham provided an expert
report which said the horse had been administered an extremely large amount of
cobalt within 12 hours of his race, which means it probably received an IV
injection. Hanlon stated that he didn’t know the source of the positive finding and
could not provide any explanation. Judge Hunt was again chairing the inquiry.

“This was not the first occasion of unexplained race day exposure
to a prohibited substance in respect of Mr Hanlon and this case was
serious in nature resulting in a strong argument for the withdrawal
of licence from the trainer.”
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But racing’s cheap words let the sport down yet again. Hunt’s committee
banned Hanlon for 18 months but suspended it for three years. Instead of putting
him out of the sport, they fined the cheating trainer E7,000 and awarded costs
against him of E2,000. Camlann, who never won again for Hanlon, was another
Irish horse found with a drug in his system that is prohibited because it can
enhance performance.
_____________________________________________________________________

JOSEPH O’BRIEN COBALT

There have been multiple cobalt cases during Dr Hillyer’s tenure as Chief
Veterinary Officer, but O’Brien’s violation goes to the heart of everything that’s
wrong with her anti-doping programme.

Pedisnap ran four times as a three year old for trainer Michael Halford in 2017,
beaten a total of 67 lengths with 9th her best finishing position. When she was
moved to Joseph O’Brien in 2018, the form figures for her first six races were 3 1
2 1 3 4. She was beaten less than ten lengths for those races combined.

O’Brien is either a genius or a doper.

On 15 August 2018, Pedisnap won for the third time for O’Brien, ridden by
Sean Crosse in an Apprentice Handicap at Gowran Park, but a post race drug test
revealed she was positive for cobalt, a prohibited substance on race day.

Cobalt is an essential trace element for animals, but excessive administration
is considered dangerous and potentially performance enhancing in equine
athletes. Horses require a minute amount as part of their normal diet, but
Pedisnap was over the legal limit and Dr Hillyer refused to say by how much,
which is a clue that it was a considerable amount. That would normally mean the
horse had been injected with a drug on race day.

The correct amount that a horse requires on a daily basis is included in all well
known national and international horse feeds and the mineral can even be
ingested naturally from the soil when a horse grazes. Cheating trainers, however,
will also feed supplements containing cobalt to give them more, not because
they need it but because it can increase the number of red blood cells to carry
extra oxygen to muscles around a horse’s body and illegally improve its
performance.
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The level of cobalt found in the sample taken from Pedisnap following her win
is relevant because the higher the figure over the international threshold will
indicate how close to a race a horse has been injected as illegally administered
cobalt doesn’t stay in a horse’s system for long.

The reason why Hillyer refuses to provide this information is because she
prefers to try and cover-up the doping which is out of control in Ireland and
instead show a violation is just human error and not deliberate cheating. The
IHRB report into the O’Brien case stated that Professor Stuart Paine, of
Nottingham University, had supplied an expert report, but no details were
included.

“She (Dr Hillyer) advised that consultation with Mr O’Brien
during the investigation had resulted in the likely source of the
cobalt being identified as the “salt lick” which Pedisnap had
been exposed to on a daily basis including the day of the race.
Analysis of a sample of the “salt lick” from the same
manufacturer had corroborated that it contained cobalt at a
concentration sufficient to result in the adverse analytical
finding in Professor Paine’s expert view,” the report stated.

Professor Paine did not attend the IHRB inquiry, it was only Hillyer’s word that
was reported. But this was not what Professor Paine and other global experts told
a groundbreaking case involving cobalt in Australia in November 2015.  Professor
Paine appeared in person in the case of the father and son training partnership of
Lee and Shannon Hope.

The Hopes were once feted in Australian racing as the O’Briens are in Ireland.
Lee Hope was a trainer of fifty years standing and was a Group 1 winner with his
son Lee, but in 2014 three of their horse’s were found to be substantially over the
legal limit for cobalt in pre-race tests.

The experts provided overwhelming evidence that disproved the arguments
put forward in Dr Hillyer’s bizarre actions to let Irish trainers off charges of
illegally doping their horses with cobalt by claiming they could be caused
through the administration of supplements are false.

More than that, to claim it could happen through the use of a salt lick which is
a free choice a horse can take or leave was a monstrous lie intended to save
Joseph O’Brien’s personal reputation with no regard to what it might mean to
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Ireland’s standing around the world. A horse will intuitively use a salt lick if it
needs to and unlike supplements, it’s not directly included as part of a horse’s
feed.

Instead of making an example of a high profile trainer which would serve as a
deterrent to other dopers, the verdict announced in the O’Brien case by Mr
Justice Hunt made a mockery of Ireland’s claim to have a world class anti-doping
strategy.

“In considering penalty the Committee noted that the Trainer had
provided full cooperation to the investigation and it was accepted
that there was insufficient information available to the Trainer
regarding the ingredients of the salt lick.”

Remarkably, Judge Hunt said he was satisfied O’Brien had taken all
reasonable precautions to avoid a breach of the rules and the cobalt had been
administered unknowingly. The Judge doubled down on this brazenly corrupt
case when he said:

“THE PROFESSIONAL APPROACH OF THE TRAINER TO THE INVESTIGATION
WAS COMMENDED BY DR HILLYER.”

These are the true facts.

● All of O’Brien’s 200 horses in training at the time were provided with the
same salt licks daily, but only Pedisnap was positive for cobalt. O’Brien
continued to provide the same salt licks to his horses after Pedisnap’s
positive and none breached the legal limit for cobalt, which proves that the
mare was subjected to much more than the usual salt lick for her to be over
the limit at Gowran Park. She was doped.

● Hillyer refused to identify the name of the salt lick, how much cobalt was
present in the sample tested and declined to provide a copy of Professor
Paine’s report to prove that it actually existed.

● The inquiry was held in secret with an edited report of one page published
on the IHRB website two days before the start of the Christmas holidays in
2018 and no questions were permitted.

I contacted the IHRB to tell them I wanted to make a Freedom of Information
request to force them to answer my questions. After all, they wouldn't exist but
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for millions of euro funding provided by Irish taxpayers every year and they
should not run and hide when asked to explain how they operate.

Cliodhna Guy, Head of Licensing, Legal and Compliance since February 2017,
replied with one short sentence.

“Please note that the IHRB is not a body subject to the
Freedom of Information Act 2014 and your requests are
therefore declined.”

This is how Hillyer and Guy run the IHRB. They only provide what information
they want to divulge which means they can hide anything that might cause them
a few difficulties. They are always up to their necks in difficulties.

The real story about cobalt was played out 10,000 miles away in Australia on
17 November 2015 during a five day hearing conducted by Racing Victoria (RV)
into charges against the Hopes.

Cobalt is banned in multiple sports including athletics and equestrian events
under the jurisdiction of the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) and the United
States Anti-Doping Agency (USADA) and Australian racing has made a strong
stand against its use.

RV put a team of experts together who provided evidence that when horses are
over the legal threshold it will be through IV injections and that supplements
alone are incapable of producing positive tests.

Evidence was provided by an impressive panel which included Stuart Paine,
Associate Professor of Veterinary Pharmacology at the University of Nottingham,
who Hillyer regularly quotes in Irish doping cases.

Other experts called up by Racing Victoria included Dr Martin Wainscott,
regulatory veterinarian for the Emirates Racing Authority in Dubai; Brynn Hibbert,
Emeritus Professor of Analytical Chemistry at the University of New South Wales;
Dr John Vine, a scientific consultant; and Dr Brian Stewart, Head of Equine
Welfare and Racing Services at Racing Victoria.

In a unique investigation, two scientific trials carried out by Australian
authorities and the British Horseracing Authority showed that supplements
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containing cobalt had little, if any, effect on cobalt levels when tested in a
racehorse.

Their report stated: “Dr Wainscott opined that both trials revealed that oral
supplementation caused little increase over baseline (un-supplemented) levels in
urinary cobalt levels.”

Three large population studies undertaken by Harness Racing New South
Wales, the Australian Racing Board and the International Federation of Horse
Racing Authorities, of which Hillyer is a member, involved in excess of 11,000
samples.

They showed that normal cobalt levels in horses are less than
10 micrograms per litre (ng/l) and routine supplementation would
not increase this. The legal threshold in Ireland (100ng/l) is ten
times the baseline level, which shows that Hillyer has repeatedly
lied and covered up cobalt cases when blaming supplements and
salt licks for positive tests.

Professor Paine highlighted three studies (USA, Hong Kong and France) which
reveal that even when a horse is administered a significant amount of cobalt by IV
injection, urine concentrations drop below international limits within six to eight
hours of last administration. It has to be given close to the race to be effective
and for a violation to be flagged in a post-race test.

Joseph O’Brien’s horse was over the limit which means she must have had an
IV injection shortly before the race. Nothing else is possible. That’s why Hillyer
refused to divulge the level of cobalt found in Pedisnap’s post-race test; it was so
high the only explanation was that the horse had been doped and a red line in
racing crossed.

In comparison to the report on the O’Brien positive, which the IHRB dismissed
in one page, RV provided an impressive 21 page report covering every aspect of
their investigation and its findings against the Hopes. The report concluded with
details of the penalties handed down on 17 November 2015.

LEE HOPE: disqualified for a total of three years.
SHANNON HOPE: disqualified for a total of five years.

BUT JOSEPH O’BRIEN: no sanction - a fine of E1,000 was waived.
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POSTSCRIPT

● Pedisnap didn’t win another race for O’Brien after the cobalt violation.
Hillyer’s investigation of the trainer was not intended to catch a cheat, but
to cover-up for a cheat.

● In addition to the intelligence the Black Horse Newsletter received about
the case in Australia, we have found out the name of the salt lick which is
said to have caused the positive test, which damns the IHRB even more

● Baby Red Rockies is manufactured by Tithebarn in Cheshire, a UK
company which was founded in 1935 and is a recognised leader in
specialist livestock and equine supplements distributed to over 50
countries worldwide.

● All salt used in the Rockies range comes from deposits that are over 200
million years old and are extracted daily from a mine directly beneath the
company’s manufacturing facility. The salt is 99.9% pure and all finished
products are sealed within three hours of extraction from underground.

● Cobalt is added to the salt lick along with six other minerals like copper
and magnesium - it’s a minute trace element and would not cause a
positive to O’Brien’s horse, as the attached certificate shows.

25  March 2023

THE BLACK HORSE NEWSLETTER 25



● Dr Hillyer has led the IHRB to the bottom of the snake pit and Joseph
O’Brien isn’t a genius after all. He was made a director of HRI last week as
Magnier added one of his most trusted soldiers to an important position
ahead of the big battles that are coming fast to Irish racing.

_____________________________________________________________________

KIERAN COTTER COBALT

When Slade Runner tested positive for cobalt after he won a handicap at
Dundalk, the Department of Agriculture led a raid on his trainer’s yard in Kildare.
The evidence they discovered showed Cotter was administering his horses with
multiple prescription drugs of his own accord.

No vet gave evidence to support Cotter when he appeared before an IHRB
inquiry and his failure to maintain a register of the medications he gave his
horses for several years was the main reason for an unusually steep fine.

The raid also discovered burnt bottles of animal remedies at the site of a
bonfire, other bottles still in use, numerous products containing cobalt and a
number of syringes and needles with residues, including traces of blood.

All evidence was seized and sent for analysis at LGC Laboratories in
Newmarket, who identified seven substances which are severely restricted for
use or banned outright in racing. Most of these are prescription drugs which
should only be authorised by a vet after a horse has been fully examined and a
proper diagnosis made. This wasn’t happening in Cotter’s training yard and the
inquiry concluded that Cotter was acting as if he was a vet, which he isn’t.

No evidence was given about who supplied the drugs, which included
anti-inflammatories and painkillers, a fast acting steroid for treating acute
swelling which has serious side effects unless administered correctly,
diuretics which can mask the use of other drugs used for doping purposes,
and a hormone - medroxyprogesterone acetate - which has the ability to
illegally improve performance and is prohibited for use at all times.

Everything pointed to Cotter operating a comprehensive doping programme
which had earned him a reputation as a young trainer going places. He was
fined a total of E27,500 and ordered to pay an additional E7,500 costs. The IHRB
refused to reply when I asked if Cotter had paid the fine in full.
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SHIRLEY BERRY CLENBUTEROL

A blood sample taken from Five Star Getaway after he won a point to point was
found to contain the prohibited substance clenbuterol. The IHRB report stated:
“In her evidence, Dr Hillyer said that following an investigation it appeared most
likely that the horse received the medication in error in the days leading up to the
race.”

Mr John P. Berry, representing Shirley Berry, said that a product containing
clenbuterol was being administered to a different horse in the care of Mrs Berry
and that some cross contamination must have been responsible for the findings.
Hillyer didn’t identify the name of the product or how much clenbuterol was found
in the sample tested by LGC Laboratories.

In reality, this case was much worse than how it was portrayed by the IHRB.
Clenbuterol possesses potent anabolic effects - it’s a steroid in all but name. It
was initially developed as a treatment for breathing issues, but drug cheats found
its anabolic properties can dramatically stimulate the metabolism of human and
equine athletes so that body fat and weight are drastically reduced and muscle
mass and body strength greatly increased.

It’s banned by the World Anti-Doping Agency at all times both in and out of
competition for its ability to improve performance and horse racing everywhere is
littered with sanctions against trainers for its illegal use over the last twenty years
and more.

But Hillyer said Five Star Getaway must have received the prohibited
medication by mistake so it wasn’t really doping and the trainer avoided an
appropriate penalty. Judge Hunt imposed the minimum fine of E1,000.
_____________________________________________________________________

SHANE CRAWLEY CLENBUTEROL

Another clenbuterol positive and another trainer walked away free. Again, Dr
Hillyer declined to reveal the level of the drug in the urine sample taken from
Tartlette following her win at Dundalk.

Hillyer told the inquiry that clenbuterol was used to manage lower respiratory
disease in Tartlette by widening the airways and improving airflow.
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That was a clear attempt to illegally enhance performance on race day anyway,
but more than that Hillyer failed to mention that clenbuterol has the same
properties as a steroid.

In his evidence, Crawley stated that the filly had a history of breathing
problems and that he worked with his vet, Liam Sharp, to get the right medication
that suited the filly. She was treated with Ventipulmin, which contains clenbuterol,
although there are multiple alternatives available which do not have this as a
banned ingredient.

Judge Leonnie Reynolds fined Crawley E1,000 but waived it.

“It is clear to us that it is Mr Crawley’s first first time before a Referrals Committee
for such a matter, secondly taking into account the explanation given by Mr
Sharp, we are satisfied that in all the circumstances it would be appropriate to
waive the fine.”

Crawley improved Tartlette out of all recognition from when she was trained by
Hughie Morrison in England. That’s what clenbuterol has been doing in racing for
the last twenty years, but this was just another unfortunate mistake and Crawley
received no punishment.
______________________________________________________________________

DECLAN QUEALLY SALBUTAMOL

Two months later, trainer Declan Queally appeared at an inquiry for an
extraordinary level of a drug found in one of his horses that is closely related to
clenbuterol. Cloudy Morning was a scarcely believable 20 times above the legal
threshold for salbutamol when he won a handicap chase at Wexford.

Like clenbuterol, it’s used as a treatment for breathing issues, but it also
enhances performance when administered in sufficient quantities by increasing a
horse’s strength and stamina. Cloudy Morning had plainly been injected with an
extraordinary amount of the drug, which Hillyer admitted would have unarguably
affected him clinically, but Queally told the inquiry he had never administered
salbutamol to his horse and could offer no explanation as to how it happened.

So who doped Cloudy Morning and could have even killed the horse and
maybe the jockey riding him?
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One of the side effects of such an excessive dose of this drug is a heart attack.
Judge Hunt didn’t know and didn’t care. He fined Queally the minimum sanction
of E1,000 and Hillyer concurred.

TWO YEARS LATER, Queally was raided by the IHRB after an anonymous
tip-off that he had not paid his staff money they were owed under the Stable
Employee Bonus Scheme. At an inquiry held on 6 December 2022, he accepted he
had lied to the regulator when saying he had paid his staff the money they were
owed.

He said it was an unintentional mistake because he didn’t understand how the
scheme worked. It was, of course, another lie on top of another lie - he’s been
around for years and knew what was required of him but had just kept the money
for himself.

The IHRB fined him a total of E4,000 for numerous offences, one being that he
had acted in a manner which was prejudicial to the integrity, proper conduct and
good reputation of horseracing. He was banned from training for six months but
it was suspended for 12 months. Why suspend it? Should he have a licence at
all? Yet again, after the scandal of Cloudy Morning being doped, it was far too
little and far too late.
_____________________________________________________________________

CORMAC FARRELL PERFORMANCE ENHANCER

A remarkable inquiry heard that Get The Appeal won a point to point at
Monksgrange but tested positive for methylenedioxyamphetamine (MDMA), a
substance that is banned at all times, but the IHRB was desperate to keep the
details secret.

The short and vague report stated: “In her evidence, Dr Hillyer outlined the
findings of the IHRB investigation. She confirmed that Mr Cormac Farrell had
cooperated with the IHRB investigation at all times.” That was all she said. She
didn’t explain what the banned substance was, how it affected a horse or what
quantity was found in the post-race test.

The trainer could give no explanation for breaching the rules of racing.
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The report quoted one short sentence without any explanation from Farrell’s
vet, Hugh Dillon, who said the violation could have been caused by human
contact but no details were disclosed.

Mr Justice Raymond Groarke, who chaired the inquiry, had also lost his voice
and had absolutely nothing to say in the report, which ended: “The Committee
imposed a E1,500 fine on Cormac Farrell.”

The IHRB decided they didn’t need to explain anything to anyone about a
horse being disqualified for having a drug in its system that is banned at all
times. Why wouldn’t they explain what MDMA is, what are they afraid of, what are
they hiding?

It wasn’t mentioned because MDMA is ecstasy, a synthetic recreational drug
used by humans that has also been administered to horses for decades as a
stimulant which increases energy.

Farrell subsequently told the Racing Post the positive test was as a result of a
“freak incident” and “the levels of the substance found in the horse were almost
negligible and would not have even shown up in a human test.”

But he provided no evidence to support his claims and according to their
report  the IHRB didn’t concur with Farrell’s assessment. So they decided the
best way out of this was to say nothing and hope it went away.

The truth is this drug could easily have been deliberately administered. After
all, Get The Appeal won her race by 15 lengths, she was flying, which is what
ecstasy can do, apparently.

And there is no evidence anywhere to suggest the vague version of events
suggested by the vet is true; it’s more likely yet another serious doping case in
Ireland that has been covered up.

Get The Appeal was subsequently sold to England to be trained by Paul
Nicholls under the ownership of Middleham Park Racing. She raced twenty times
under rules for 3 wins, 2 seconds, 4 thirds and gross earnings of over £23,000.

Her record would have been much better if Nicholls had given her a “scoop” or
two of ecstasy.
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JOHN HALLEY PAIN KILLER

Halley, a senior vet for Coolmore Stud and Ballydoyle for much of the last forty
years, also trains a few of Aidan O’Brien’s cast offs, mostly over jumps, with
limited success. One was Iberia, a regally bred son of Galileo, who looked a
useful two year old in 2019 when he won a Curragh maiden on his first run for the
usual Coolmore partners of Magnier, Tabor and Smith.

He followed up with places in group races at Newmarket and Leopardstown,
but his form tailed off as a three year old and he was switched from O’Brien to
Halley to run over hurdles. He won at Gowran on his third start for Coolmore’s vet
but tested positive post-race for a banned substance, gabapentin, which is used
in human medicine but not licensed as a veterinary treatment.

When Halley appeared before an IHRB inquiry he protested his innocence and
said it was his dog’s fault. He claimed the dog had been treated with gabapentin
at a veterinary hospital in Cashel for sudden onset of severe pain and the dog
subsequently walked into the horse’s stable when it was being mucked out and
urinated in the bedding and this cross-contamination must have been
responsible for Iberia’s adverse analytical finding.

This was such a bizarre excuse that Hillyer decided to conduct an even more
bizarre experiment to show that it was entirely possible and save the reputation
of the most famous equine vet in Ireland. She treated two dogs with gabapentin
and trained them to urinate in a bowl and sent the sample to LGC Laboratories in
Newmarket for analysis.

You can guess the rest. Hillyer said this groundbreaking investigation which
involved careful analysis of the urine taken from the two dogs “provided
sufficient scientific evidence for the IHRB to accept Mr Halley’s explanation for
the post-race result as likely.”

Judge Hunt thought it was brilliant detective work. He imposed but waived a
fine of E1,000 on Halley and, yet again, Ireland’s Head of Anti-Doping has shown
that Ireland is the place to race your horse if you want to get off a doping rap.
Special deals for multi-millionaires.

Which leaves one question. What’s the difference between God and a vet? God
doesn't think he’s a vet.
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NEXT TIME

THE SARAH WARING STORY CONTINUES APACE

Tim Naylor, Director of Integrity and Regulation at the BHA, has refused to answer
questions about allegations he lied and covered up a welfare issue relating to his
friend, trainer Oliver Sherwood. It has been claimed Sherwood was discovered in
possession of a syringe during a race meeting at Huntingdon but the BHA
ignored a report made by race day stewards, as detailed in Issue 7 of The Black
Horse Newsletter. Full story coming in Issue 9.

Separately, the newsletter also reported how Waring is attempting to obtain her
personal data held by the BHA when it made untrue and defamatory allegations
against her to stop The Sun and Daily Mail newspapers publishing stories about a
welfare complaint she had brought against Sherwood for ill-treating her horse,
Treasury Bond.

Catherine Beloff, BHA’s Director of Legal, Governance and Business Partners,
has alleged discussions between the BHA and the two newspapers were mostly
verbal and there is little documentary evidence available. As the saying goes, she
would say that wouldn’t she. Beloff has also now refused to answer any further
questions - the silence of the guilty in a shocking conspiracy.

Beloff and Naylor stand for the arrogance of an organisation which believes it’s
untouchable, but whistleblowers in British and Irish racing are, unlike Beloff and
Naylor, in good voice. More breaking news next time, including how gene doping
is set to explode in racing and the truth about the strokes being pulled at
Thoroughbred auctions.
______________________________________________________________________

Earlier issues of The Black Horse Newsletter and details of the author’s books,
The Black Horse Inside Coolmore and The Black Horse Is Dying, can be found at:

www.goldrushpublications.com

or

email: info@goldrushpublications.com or will.r.jones@hotmail.com
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